


North of Madras is an ancient temple, in Tiruvottlyur. Many resi-
dents of Madras visit this temple zegularly. In the days of the
Ohola dynasty, the Tamil Kajay gave many grants to this
temple. The Tamil poet, Pattmathar, was an ardent^devotee
of this Tiruvottiyur shrine to Siva. There is a shrine""to^ the first
Guru Shankaracharya within the precincts of  the^ temple to
commemorate his stay in the temple.




The temple tank is, in many ways, a public bath, though it iy
sacred. Every temple has a tank attached to it- These steps
give an idea of the length of just one side of the temple and
t^nk in Mylapore, Madras.